
 

WEST HANTS REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY REPORT FORM 

WEST HANTS REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY REPORT 

 Information X Recommendation X Decision Request ⎕ Councillor Activity ☐ 
 

To:                         CoTW 

Submitted by:      John A Smith, Councilor District 9 Falmouth 
                               
                     
Date:                    Sept 2, 2026 

Subject:                Street Light Policy 

 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
Nova Scotia Municipal Government Act  
PART III  
POWERS Resolutions, policies, by-laws  
Section 47 (1) The council shall make decisions in the exercise of its powers and duties by 
resolution, by policy or by by-law. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION or DECISION REQUEST 
Committee of the Whole recommends… 
 
That Council direct staff to amend Street Light Policy RCPOW-002.00 to provide that all 
streetlights within West Hants Regional Municipality, including those on Clover Lane and any 
future municipal streetlight installations, be funded through general taxation effective April 1, 
2027. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
Property X� Public  

Opinion � 

Environment � Social � Economic X� Councillor 
Activity � 

 



 

  
WEST HANTS REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY REPORT FORM                                               Page 2 of 4 

 

 

I have had two inquiries about the approval process and payment method for new streetlights in 
Falmouth and on both occasions, it was because the residents couldn’t discern what the payment 
method would be. After reviewing the policy, it appears the costs would be decided by Council, 
they could general rated or area rated. To date there is only one street in the whole municipality 
that pays for its own streetlights. These residents also pay their fair share of property tax so in 
effect they are paying for their streetlights twice. I would like to see this rectified so that the 
streetlights are paid with the general rate just like the rest of the municipality. Further, I think in 
the future, all new streetlights should be paid with the general rate so that we have fairness in 
the municipality. I think it would be more straightforward for residents to understand the policy 
and more fair for our residents to have one payment method since the vast majority of streetlights 
are already general rated. 
 
 

DISCUSSION 

 

 

 

 

NEXT STEPS 

Amend the Street Light Policy RCPOW-002.00 and make the necessary financial adjustments. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Very minor implications because the vast majority of streetlights are general rated.  
  

 
DIVERSITY, EQUITY, INCLUSION AND ACCESSIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
(Inform of any material DEIA implications it may have on the Municipality, or to residents, if 
anything.) 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 
(Inform of any implications it may have on the environment, climate change, or current or future 
climate plans of the Municipality i.e. greenhouse gas emissions, community risk and resilience, 
etc.) 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 

1. Council may choose not to support the recommendation and maintain Status Quo 
2. Council may choose to add Clover Lane within the existing policy as an exception and 

maintain existing funding for future streetlights within the municipality. 
3. Council may choose to support the addition of future streetlights only being funded 

through the General Tax rate. 
4. Council may choose to direct staff to provide an information report on funding options, 

costing and examples of options for Council to consider prior to the 2027/28 budget 
deliberations. 

5. Council direct staff to amend Street Light Policy RCPOW-002.00 to fund streetlights on 
Clover Lane through general taxation effective April 1, 2027 as a pilot program, and 
report back to Council on the financial implications prior to considering broader policy 
changes. 

 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

Municipal Street Light Policy RCOPW-002.00 

  
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REVIEW 

(For use if report is from a Councillor. CAO to provide additional comments on background, 
department/staff responsible and workload, budget, options, preferred strategy.  State “Not 
Applicable” if report is from staff which already incorporates CAO review.)  
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Report Prepared by:  _________________________________ 
                                         John Smith, Councillor, District 9  
 
Report Reviewed by:  _________________________________ 
                                          Deanna Snair, Municipal Clerk 
 
Report Approved by:  _________________________________ 
   Mark Phillips, Chief Administrative Officer 
 
 

 















WEST HANTS REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY 

STREET LIGHT POLICY 

RCOPW-002.00 

West Hants 

I, Deanna Snair, Municipal Clerk of the West Hants Regional Municipality, in the Province 

of Nova Scotia, do hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Policy as adopted by the Council 

of the West Hants Regional Municipality at a meeting duly called and held on the 28th day of 

January, 2025. 
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Deanna Snair, Municipal Clerk 

Notice to Council: January 14
,, 

2025 

Approval: January 28
,, 

2025 

Description:lnitial approval of the Regional Streetlight Policy RCOPW-002.00 
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