
WEST HANTS REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY REPORT 

 Information ☐ Recommendation ☐ Decision Request ☐ Councillor Activity ☐ 

To: West Hants Municipal Council  

Submitted by: VanEssa Roberts, Manager Community Economic Development 

Date:       June 2, 2025 

Subject:       Grants and Contributions Recommendation Report 

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 

Municipal Government Act sections 65 and 273 

RECOMMENDATION 

Committee of the Whole recommends that:  
  
Council adopts the attached summary, as presented, recommending grant funding to the 
listed recipients and authorizing staff to release funds once all requirements, as outlined 
under the Grant and Contribution Policy, have been met.  

Further, it is recommended the following grants be approved from the Canada Community 
Building Fund: 

a. Belmont Community Hall – to assist with the cost of the hall kitchen renovation
- $3,000

b. Falmouth Community Hall – to assist with the electrical upgrade - $2,000
c. Hants Shore Karate Club – to assist with the costs associated with a new roof,

steeple removal, new heating source, electrical upgrade, and new signage -
$10,000

d. Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia – to assist with capital upgrades to the 400-
seat theatre and rehearsal space - $16,000

e. Mount Denson Community Hall – To assist with costs associated with insulation
and siding for the hall $3,000

f. Windsor Elementary School Home & School Committee – to assist with the
costs associated with the Community Pump Track Development Project – $6,000

Further 
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…it be recommended to Council, to approve from the 5% Reserve Fund 

a. Haliburton Garden Club/Nova Scotia Garden Club - to assist with the expansion
and improvements to a small playground project at the Ardoise Community Park
to purchase fall arrest material (woodchips) and materials to make the space
safe. - $2,500

b. Brooklyn Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary – to assist with the cost
associated in upgrading a 300-meter section of the trail to make the trail more
accessible to people with mobility issues. - $2,420

BACKGROUND 

Property ☐ Public 

Opinion ☐ 

Environment ☐ Social ☐ Economic ☐ Councillor 

Activity ☐ 

Each year, the Municipality receives numerous requests for funding from worthwhile not-for-
profit or charitable community organizations who, through volunteer efforts provide services to 
the community.  Staff have reviewed the requests and coordinated the funding 
recommendations within the approved budgeted allotments and in keeping with the Grants 
and Contributions Policy.  Funding requests were received from seventy-three different 
organizations and, of those applications four were received after the advertised deadline.  Staff 
have not recommended funding for reasons including organizations that: who were not in good 
standing with the Registry of Joint Stock Companies; that did not demonstrate they had the 
financial resources to contribute 50% of the project cost; did not meet the Canada Community 
Building fund eligibility criteria; or late applications from organizations, all based on the Grants 
and Contributions Policy.   

The objective of this policy is to treat all organizations fairly, equitably, and reasonably, within 
the parameters established by Council as follows: a) Youth development b) Senior support and 
services c) Public safety d) Provincial events e) Heritage and Culture on an annual basis.  Council 
will determine the amount of funding during the budget process. 

Grants and contributions are recommended based on the understanding they are for services 
or activities which council has or is likely to deem required by the municipality and within the 
Municipality’s legislative mandate.   

According to the rules around expending Canada Community Building Fund monies to third 
parties, Council must, by separate motion, authorize each expenditure.    

In the MGA Section 273 (5A) (a) – Council may transfer funds to a non-profit organization that is 
providing parks, playgrounds, or other recreational facilities in the municipality to be used for 



the acquisition of and capital improvements to those parks, playgrounds or recreation facilities 
or other recreational facilities; and; 

(b) the interest on the funds referred to in subsections (5) and (13) to a village or non-profit
organization that is providing parks, playgrounds, or other recreational facilities in the
municipality to be used for the operation or maintenance of those parks, playgrounds, or other
recreational facilities.

Currently WHRM has a total of $16,647.01 in interest accumulated from the 5% Reserve Fund in 
the 2024/25 fiscal year.  

DISCUSSION 

Grants are generally provided in the form of funds, while contributions may be through in-kind 
support using municipal resources, both tied to a specific outcome.  Both sources of support 
must be reported annually by the Municipality, as is required by legislation.  

Through the West Hants Grants and Contributions Policy RCOFN-012.00 the total amount paid 
for grants in a fiscal years’ operating budget will not normally exceed 1.5% of the taxes for 
the general municipal purposes levied by the municipality.   For the 2025/26 fiscal year 1.5% 
of the taxes levied equates to $254,300.    

With $16,647.01 accumulated in interest from the West Hants 5% Reserve Fund in the 2024/25 
fiscal year which Council may transfer to a qualifying non-profit organization.  

The following annual grant types have been identified by the municipality:  
  

1. Operating grant – Maximum contribution $1,500 
2. Community Capital Project grant Maximum contribution $2,500 
3. Public Safety Grants – Maximum contribution of $7,500 
4. Community Recreation Program grant – Maximum contribution $1,000 
5. Community Event grant – Maximum contribution $1,000 
6. Special Events Operations & Promotion grant – Maximum contribution $5,000 
7. Leadership grant – Maximum contribution - $1,000 
8. Sponsorship Advertising/Donation of Prizes Requests – Maximum contribution per

organization per year $100.  
9. Youth Travel Assistance – Maximum Contribution Limits apply.  
11. Community Trail Funding Program – Maximum contribution - $2,500   
12. Major Capital Project grant - Depending on the funding source identified by staff,

additional requirements may be necessary to maintain eligibility.  
Gas Tax funding requirements: 

a. Agreement to abide by the Municipal agreement with the Province of Nova
Scotia 

b. Community Energy Systems - $2,500 limit   



c. Cultural Infrastructure - $5,000 limit  
d. Tourism Infrastructure - $5,000 limit  
e. Recreational Infrastructure - $5,000 limit  
f. Broadband Connectivity - $5,000 limit 
g. Trails - $2,500 limit 

12. Recreation Facility Capital Investment Project Grants – Maximum Contribution $50,000
with no greater than 50% of the funds being contributed by WHRM; projects must be
for the betterment of the entire community and accessible by all residents and be Parks,
Recreation and Culture related.

13. In-kind Contributions  

Canada Community Building Fund (CCBF), formerly Federal Gas Tax Grants:  CCBF grant 
requests are reviewed during the grants and contributions process for validation and 
suitability.  It they meet the qualifying criteria for use of the Canada Community Building Fund 
the Municipality is permitted to offer capital funding to third party, not-for profit 
organizations.  But all contributions are still subject to the stacking limitations imposed by the 
federal government.   

Council has received requests for funding of an eligible capital nature from:  

Through Recreation Facility Capital Investment Project 

a. Belmont Community Hall – to assist with the cost of the hall kitchen renovation -
$3,000

b. Falmouth Community Hall – to assist with the electrical upgrade - $2,000
c. Hants Shore Karate Club – to assist with the costs associated with a new roof,

steeple removal, new heating source, electrical upgrade, and new signage -
$10,000

d. Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia – to assist with capital upgrades to the 400-
seat theatre and rehearsal space - $16,000

e. Mount Denson Community Hall – To assist with costs associated with insulation
and siding for the hall $3,000

f. Windsor Elementary School Home & School Committee – to assist with the
costs associated with the Community Pump Track Development Project – $6,000

Further 

…it be recommended to Council, to approve from the 5% Reserve Fund 

a. Haliburton Garden Club/Nova Scotia Garden Club - to assist with the
expansion and improvements to a small playground project at the Ardoise
Community Park to purchase fall arrest material (woodchips) and materials
to make the space safe. - $2,500



b. Brooklyn Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary – to assist with the cost
associated in upgrading a 300-meter section of the trail to make the trail
more accessible to people with mobility issues. - $2,420

As per Canada Community Building Fund agreement, should Council approve the motions 
stated above, the Municipality will enter into an agreement with the groups based on the terms 
and conditions required under the CCBF agreement.  This includes ensuring the organizations 
continue to operate the facility for the same purpose as stated in the application for up to 10 
years.  Failing to do this will require the organizations to reimburse the Municipality for the 
funds at a prorated rate, based on years of use. 

Attached you will find the Grants & Contributions requests and staff recommendations.  

NEXT STEPS 

If approved, staff will notify groups and organizations of the decision of Council and will process 
the grants as approved.   

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Grants and Contribution funding was approved in the 2025/26 budget, in the amount of 
$100,0000 with the grants to be finalized upon budget approval.  Based on the proposed 
summary, $162,067.50 is being recommended, with $117,147 being funded through the 
operating budget.   

The remaining is proposed from the West Hants 5% Reserve Fund and the Canada Community 
Building Fund.   

Council approved a maximum of $50,000 in total grants to be funded through the Canada 
Community Building Fund.  

Sufficient Canada Community Building Funding exists for the eligible projects.  It should be 
noted that financial support from this fund must be approved by West Hants Regional Council 
annually for eligible projects.  

For the 2025/26 fiscal year 1.5% of the taxes levied equates to $254,300. 

ALTERNATIVES  
Council can approve, amend, or change any recommendation presented by staff with the 
understanding these decisions may fall outside of the established policy.  This is not the course 
of action recommended by staff. 

ATTACHMENTS 



• West Hants Regional Municipality Grants and Contributions Policy RCOFN-
012.00
• 2025/26 Grant Summary & Grants & Contributions Requests with Staff
Recommendations per policy

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REVIEW 

(For use if report is from a Councillor. CAO to provide additional comments on background, 

department/staff responsible and workload, budget, options, preferred strategy.  State “Not 

Applicable” if report is from staff which already incorporates CAO review.)  

Report Prepared by:  _________________________________ 

VanEssa Roberts, Manager Community Economic Development 

Report Prepared by:  _________________________________ 

Kathy Kehoe, Director Community Development 

Report Reviewed by:  _________________________________ 

Carlee Rochon, Directo Financial Services 

Report Approved by:  _________________________________ 

Mark Phillips, Chief Administrative Officer 

Goal: Balanced 

Decision Making

Unbalanced Heavily Weighted
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