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To:  Council 

Submitted by:       Councillor Bob Morton 
                                        
 
Date:                   September 4 2025 

Subject:                             Request for Installation of Street Lights in The Crossing 

 

 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION or DECISION REQUEST 
 

WHEREAS residents of The Crossing have repeatedly requested the installation of street lights on 
municipal roads currently without lighting; and 

WHEREAS a petition on Edward Drive has demonstrated clear support from residents for the 
installation of street lights, with approximately 50 signatures collected; and 

WHEREAS the current street light policy has proven to be cumbersome and difficult for both 
residents and Council to navigate; and 

WHEREAS the installation of street lights on every 3–4 poles, rather than every pole, would meet 
residents’ needs in a cost-effective manner; and 

WHEREAS all other municipal roads with street lights are general rated, with only one exception in 
the municipality, and fairness requires that these new street lights be funded in the same manner; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council direct staff to: 



 

1. Install street lights on the unlit roads in The Crossing, beginning with Edward Drive, based 
on the support gathered from residents; 

2. Fund these street lights as general rated, consistent with the approach taken for other 
municipal roads with street lights; and 

3. Review the existing street light policy to simplify and streamline the process for future 
requests where strong community support is demonstrated. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 

Since being elected, I have received consistent requests from residents of The Crossing for the 
installation of street lights on roads that currently have none. A few years ago, I brought this issue 
forward, at that time, Council requested staff begin the process of creating a policy to guide the 
installation of street lights on municipal roads without existing lighting. 

While I understand and appreciate the need for such a policy (which we approved), the one we 
have in place today has proven to be cumbersome and difficult for both residents and Council to 
navigate. The process places a significant burden on residents and creates unnecessary delays in 
addressing what is, in many cases, a clear community need (and want). 

Current Situation: 
In June, I began working with residents on Edward Drive to move this request forward under the 
current policy. I went door-to-door explaining the process and confirming whether residents still 
wanted street lights installed. This was already well known to me as the area representative, but I 
felt it was important to meet the requirements of the policy. 

To date, I have collected approximately 50 signatures from residents on Edward Drive in support of 
this request. However, the process has been slow and challenging, as many residents are not 
home during the day, requiring multiple visits, sometimes three or four times, to gather enough 
support. 

Based on my conversations, residents are not requesting lights on every pole. Their preference is 
for street lights every 2-3 poles, which would provide adequate safety and visibility while keeping 
costs reasonable. 

Furthermore, it is important to note that all other municipal roads with street lights are general 
rated, with only one exception in the municipality. Installing these street lights as general 
rated would align with our current practice and ensure fairness moving forward. 

 
 

Property � Public  

Opinion � 

Environment � Social � Economic � Councillor 
Activity � 

 



 

DISCUSSION 

Request: 
I am asking Council to consider installing street lights on the unlit roads in The Crossing, beginning 
with Edward Drive, based on the clear support from residents and the need for improved safety and 
visibility. 

Further, I believe Council should review and consider simplifying the current street light policy so 
that residents and Councillors are not faced with unnecessary obstacles when there is strong 
community support for such initiatives. 

Finally, I recommend that these street lights be general rated, consistent with how other municipal 
roads with street lights are funded. 

 

NEXT STEPS 

 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 
 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

West Hants Regional Municipality Street Light Policy – RCOPW-002.00 
 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REVIEW 

Councillor Morton has provided rationale for the installation of streetlights within The Crossing, 
specifically starting on Edward Street and made comments regarding the existing policy and 
possible amendments.  

Pending the direction from Council staff will align the information provided in the report with 
the policy.  The policy was recently approved by Council in January 2025.  Pending Council’s 
direction follow up will be required for the light placement as the report comments on a light 
frequency of every 3 to 4 poles.  

With respect to the policy and the suggested amendments, staff await Council’s direction for 
any amendments they wish to carry out.    



 

 

 

 

Report Prepared by:  _________________________________ 
                                                 
 
Report Reviewed by:  _________________________________ 
            Mark Phillips, Chief Administrative Officer                                       
 
    
 
 

 















WEST HANTS REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY 

STREET LIGHT POLICY 

RCOPW-002.00 

West Hants 

I, Deanna Snair, Municipal Clerk of the West Hants Regional Municipality, in the Province 

of Nova Scotia, do hereby certify that this is a true copy of the Policy as adopted by the Council 

of the West Hants Regional Municipality at a meeting duly called and held on the 28th day of 

January, 2025. 
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Deanna Snair, Municipal Clerk 

Notice to Council: January 14
,, 

2025 

Approval: January 28
,, 

2025 

Description:lnitial approval of the Regional Streetlight Policy RCOPW-002.00 

West Hants Regional Municipality 
Street Light Policy RCOPW-002.00 
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