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NS COMMUNITY SOLAR PROJECT EXCERPT 
Nova Scotia’s Community Solar Program, launched in March 2024, enables residents and 
businesses to subscribe to solar gardens (500 kW–10 MW) without needing rooftop panels. 
Project owners build and operate the gardens, which connect to Nova Scotia Power for energy 
distribution and billing. In West Hants, the proposed project would be on leased private land and 
tied into the local grid to boost energy resilience. Subscribers can save 10–15% on power bills 
with no fees or commitments, and priority is given to local and marginalized groups. The initiative 
also promotes emissions reduction, job creation, and economic development. The next step was 
obtaining a Municipal Support Resolution or letter. 
 
 
 
 
The recommended motion was that Committee of the Whole recommend that … 
 
COUNCIL ISSUE A LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE SOLARBANK NOVA SCOTIA COMMUNITIES 
SOLAR PROGRAM PROJECT IN WEST HANTS.  



The future is 
bright

Nova Scotia Community Solar Program 
West Hants - Solar Project

July 2025
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Nova Scotia Needs Renewable Energy
NS has the following challenges:

• High electricity price: Average $0.183/kWh

• High emission on electricity generation

• Fossil fuel production: 31% of electricity from Coal; 17% from Natural Gas

NS passed Environmental Goals and Climate Change Reduction Act in 
October 2021. It contains 28 goals that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
grow the green and circular economies, and move us to use the renewable 
energy. 

Our Climate, Our Future: Nova Scotia’s Climate Change Action Plan for 
Clean Growth - most ambitious goals in Canada for cutting GHG emissions:

• 53% below 2005 levels by 2030, net-zero, by 2035

NS will get 80% of its electricity from renewable resources by 2030 by:
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• Rate-Based Procurement: 306 MW of Wind contracts issued in August 2022

• Green Choice Program: 350 MW of Wind contracts issued in June 2024

• Community Solar Program: Up to 100 MW  



Nova Scotia’s Community Solar Program
The NS Community Solar Program seeks to expand solar energy to those residences or businesses who are interested in using 

green energy but unable to install solar PV panel
• to build a community solar garden between 500 kW to 10 MW AC
• Total Capacity for procurement: 100 MW AC
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How it works: 
• Project owners construct, generate and 

operate the community solar garden
• Generated solar energy is connected to Nova 

Scotia Power Incorporated (NSPI) 
• Residences or businesses (Subscribers) enter 

a virtual subscriber agreement with the Project 
Owner

• NSPI administrates the solar energy to 
subscribers, such as billing, payments

• Project owners continue to engage 
subscribers and manage subscription

Program was Launched on March 1, 2024. 
Review at first come first serve basis. 

Contract Term: 25 Years



Community Solar Project – Distribution Connected

The Community Solar Project would be 
connected to the local distribution grid and will 
service the local community. 

It will help increase grid stability and resilience.  
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Community Solar Project Example



Community Benefits

A community solar project in West Hants has many community benefits, and can play a significant role in 

strengthening future renewable energy initiatives in the community in several ways:

Energy Cost Savings: Subscriber will receive $0.02/kWh credit on their bills for the solar electricity 

subscribed 

• approx. 10-15% off your NSP bill. 

• No commitment & no fees. 

• Priority Subscription offered to local community and other marginalized communities. 

Local green energy generation to increase grid resilience 

Reduce emissions (GHG)

Local job creation and economic growth
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The Proponent

Proponents
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Proponent means a Person registered under the Community Solar Program for the 
purpose of applying for the process, who is responsible to develop, finance, own and 
operate the Project. For greater certainty, the Proponent must have a Controlling Interest in 
the Project at the time of Proposal submission and at the time that the Agreement is 
executed.

# Company 
SPV

(Proponent, 
Project Owner)

100%AI Renewable 
Subco 2023 Ltd.

Project Development Services



60 MW+ 
Projects

Built

Stock Symbol CSE:SUNN

100+             
Solar Plants Under 

Management

1,000MW+  
Potential 

Development Pipeline 

1,000+ 
Development

Projects 

24/7/365 
Control 
Center

4,000+ 
Homes

Powered

AI Renewable 2023 Limited 
Partnership
The AI Renewable 2023 LP, Is A Flow-through Limited Partnership, 
To invest on Clean Infrastructure and/or Renewable Energy Projects 
That Help To Reduce Energy Costs and GHG Emissions In Canada 
While Producing Tax Benefits And Long-term Steady Cash Flows 
For Investors. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To Be Part Of The Solution To Climate Change Through Tax-
effective Sustainable Investments In Clean Infrastructure & 
Renewable Energy Technologies. 
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WE ARE A LEADER IN DISTRIBUTED 
AND UTILITY-SCALE SOLAR AND 
STORAGE PROJECTS ACROSS U.S. AND 
CANADA

P.9

60 MW+ 
Projects

Built

100+             
Solar Plants Under 

Management

1,000MW+  
Potential 

Development Pipeline 

1,000+ 
Development

Projects 

$100M+ 
Managed Project

Financing 

24/7/365 
Control 
Center

4,000+ 
Homes

Powered



Origination
Policy and Financial Analysis, 
and Site Control

Development
Grid Interconnection, AHJ 
Permitting, Environmental
Approvals, Incentives & ITC, Power
Purchase Agreements

Financing
Equity, ITC & Debt,
Construction Financing

EPC
Engineering, Procurement, 
Construction, COD/PTO

O&M
Operations & Maintenance, 
Subscriber Management, 
Asset Management

SolarBank’s expertise at every stage makes us highly competitive
on cost and volume, and long-term interests align with the 
community’s.

NASDAQ: SUUN
Cboe CA: SUNN 10
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West Hants Solar Project
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 Red marker shows the 
Location of the Solar Project. 

 Private lands with long-term 
Lease Agreements executed 
with the Landlord.

Community Solar Project Example



NS – 48 Benedict Lane – Site Location
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 Address: 48 Benedict Lane
 GPS: 44.932, -64.192
 PID: 45043015
 Zoning: General Resource (GR)
 AC Size:  5.3 MW AC



Community Solar Development
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 The program first launched on March 1, 2024 and operates on a first-come, first-serve basis until the full 100MW is 
allocated. We are currently in the phase of preparing a proposal to submit to the Nova Scotia Community Solar 
Program for review. 

 We have completed the site assessment, preliminary design and Preliminary Interconnection Assessment
 We are currently working on fulfilling the program engagement requirements, which include Community 

Engagement and Municipal Support, other preliminary feasibility studies, and checking with Planner for solar 
permitting requirements

 Once we have completed all application requirements, we will submit a proposal submission to the province 
 If selected for a contract, detailed engineering work will commence after the contract is granted; and all protocols 

including, but not limited to site plan review, geotechnical study, Wetland Delineation, Detail Interconnection Studies 
and other requirements, will be followed



Community Solar Application Requirements
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Community solar projects require activities/plans in the program application process. Examples include but 
are not limited to: 

• Community Engagement

• First Nation Engagement

• Municipal Support Letter or Resolution

• Permitting

• Geotechnical Preliminary Assessment 

• Preliminary Engineering and Design

• Subscription Management Plan

• Financing Plan

• Construction Plan

• Economic Viability and Risk Assessment

• Community Benefits

• Interconnection Preliminary Assessment



Community Engagement Plan
For Public:

• In-person Public Meeting hosted near the project site; On-line Public Meeting
 - West Hants Meeting #1
 Monday, July 7, 2025 6:00 PM-7:30 PM
 76 Morrison Dr, Windsor, NS (West Hants Town Hall)
 - West Hants Meeting #2 Online
 Monday, July 21, 2025 6:00 PM-7:30 PM
 Microsoft Teams Meeting

• Website Notification (https://www.airenewable.ca/community-solar/west-hants)

• Emailed or sent letter correspondence, notifying of project outline and public meeting to: 

• Residents and property owners near the site (around 60 letters)

• The municipal staff and Council

• Local District Councilor
First Nations Engagement
Marginalized Community Engagement
Provided contact info for on-going inquiries and questions
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Subscription Plan
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Priority Subscription Plan
We are offering priority subscriptions to communities interested in green energy & energy savings

 Firstly, to the project’s surrounding communities and marginalized communities, such as West Hants county 
local residences, low income or senior housing, First Nation community

 Second, to other communities in project adjacent areas and other marginalized communities
 Finally, to the general public and businesses for the excessive capacity

Next Step: Municipal Support Resolution or Letter



©2025 SolarBank Corporation

Thank You
Q&A

Together, we make our 
planet a better place to live!

Contact:

Mila Simon, SolarBank Corp
647-713-7752
mila.simon@solarbankcorp.com

Joel MacNeil, Trimac Engineering
902-217-7128
 jmacneil@trimaceng.ca
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