
 

WEST HANTS REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY REPORT 

 Information ☐ Recommendation ☐ Decision Request ☐ Councillor Activity ☐ 
 

To: West Hants Regional Municipality Council 

Submitted by:       Mayor Abraham Zebian 
 

Date:                  July 22, 2025 

Subject:                           Crossing Community Tax Parity 

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 

Municipal Government Act 
 

RECOMMENDATION or DECISION REQUEST 

Council Direct staff to report back at the September Committee of the Whole meeting on 
recommendations to create tax parity within the “Crossing Community” development. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

On June 17, 2025 Council received correspondence from Brison Developments regarding tax 
parity within the “Crossing Development”. The correspondence requested council look at tax 
parity within the development for reasons noted in the letter. 

Property ☐ Public  

Opinion ☐ 

Environment ☐ Social ☐ Economic ☐ Councillor 
Activity ☐ 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

The discussion of taxes and the fairest way to levy them has been raised constantly within the 
region for many years. The correspondence from Brison Development highlights the same 
discussion but within the “Crossing Development”. As many Councillors know, this 
development is the fastest growing within our region and is now crossing former “virtual” 



 

boundary lines that will lead to different tax rates for the community. This could potentially 
slow sales and revenue resulting from deed transfer and taxes to West Hants Regional 
Municipality as well as create unnecessary upset and questions about why this problem exists. 

If Council feels strongly that this should be corrected, I have recommended a way forward. 

 

 

NEXT STEPS 

TBD 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

TBD 

ALTERNATIVES 

Council can decide not to approve the recommendations. 

Council can give alternative direction. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

None.  

 

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REVIEW 

Staff are committed to support this initiative to achieve Council’s goals for tax parity, pending 
Council’s discussion.  The Crossing community along with other areas within the regional 
municipality are subject to the same differences in taxation due to former boundaries.  Most 
notably is the former Town of Windsor and Former West Hants Business / Industrial Park areas.  
Different commercial tax rates are applied in these areas.  

The exercise associated with The Crossing will require human resources from multiple 
municipal departments as well as PVSC representatives.  Requesting the report by September is 
concerning due to the ongoing audits currently underway for the WHRM 2024/25 Fiscal Year, 
Region 6 and the Water Utility Operations Audit.  This combined with the publication of the 
WHRM Budgets, Finance Department staff recruitment for two vacant positions, tax billing and 
water utility billing cycles make it a challenging time to execute such an exercise is such a short 
time frame.  

I ask that an extended timeline be considered for the return of the report.  A November or 
December timeline would be more appropriate based on current priorities of Council and to 
better align with 2026/27 budget preparations.  

 
 



 

Report Prepared by: Abraham Zebian, Mayor 
 

 
Report Reviewed by:  _________________________________ 
   Mark Phillips, Chief Administrative Officer 
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