


Hans and elsewhere in Nova Scotia. Experts indicate that there is no safe way to explore for or
mine uranium in a context like ours, with a dense rural human population, granite substrate,
many surface and groundwater water features, and a high rate of precipitation and associated
flooding events. Please see recommendations by the US EPA and others, including those that
resulted in a ban on uranium exploration and mining in Virginia, a region that has similar
conditions to those in Nova Scotia in terms of precipitation rates and population patterns.
 
Nova Scotia does not have the conditions that are present in Saskatchewan (large, remote
areas; stable substrate; arid conditions; relatively flat topography), which may make uranium
exploration and mining relatively safer for humans in that province. (Even so, a tailings pond at
the Saskatchewan uranium mine site was breached, causing widespread ecological damage,
including to caribou, which is endangered species.)
 
Nova Scotia has much higher precipitation rates than Saskatchewan. They are also higher than
in Virginian, where uranium mining is banned largely due to risks associated with high
precipitation rates. A higher precipitation rate in NS alone presents a higher risk of widespread
radioactive contamination from uranium exploration and mining than in Saskatchewan and
Virginia.
 
It will be impossible in this geographic setting to guarantee containment of products and
byproducts of uranium exploration and mining, such as the contents of tail ponds, radon
gases, and radioactive elements that are readily dispersed through air and water and wildlife,
and that bioaccumulate in fish, other animals and birds that move about the landscape, and
that become part of our food system, ultimately accumulating in us and our children and
grandchildren for tens of thousands of years.
 
I urge an immediate ban to allow for full consideration of the implications and risks, as well as
public engagement and meaningful consultation with First Nations.
 
We are all in this together. We depend on the air, water, soil, and other species as the basis of
life. We cannot live without clean air, clean water, clean soil, and other species.
 
The risks would extend well beyond the boundaries of the designated exploration sites. The
released, radioactive particles in the air, soil, and water will move and disperse well beyond
the exploration and mining sites. These aspects need to be taken into account and considered
by all affected, which in effect includes all Nova Scotians.
 
Will you implement an immediate pause to allow for sober reflection and full exploration of the
implications by all levels of government, First Nations, the public, and affected private land
owners?
 
I look forward to your response.
 






