
 
Committee of the Whole Excerpts 

June 10, 2025 

 
MINERAL RESOURCE EXTRACTION EXCERPT 
 
The topic of Uranium exploration and extraction has been a much talked about item recently 
with the lifting of the ban by the Government of NS to allow for the exploration of Uranium with 
3 sites being announced, including a 2300 Hectare site in Millet Brook, Lower Vaughan, West 
Hants. Residents have been meeting and expressing their concerns with the possibility of well 
and water contamination and exposure to radon as a result of any future potential extraction of 
Uranium.  
 
 
The recommended motion was that Committee of the Whole recommend that … 
 
COUNCIL FORMALLY REQUESTS THAT THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT PAUSE BEFORE 
GRANTING ANY LEASES FOR URANIUM EXPLORATION IN OUR COUNTY, TO ALLOW TIME FOR 
COUNCIL AND COMMUNITIES TO BECOME INFORMED AND GIVE INPUT ABOUT THE POTENTIAL 
IMPACTS OF URANIUM EXPLORATION ON THE COMMUNITY AND ALLOW SUFFICIENT TIME FOR 
THE PROVINCE TO CONDUCT MEANINGFUL CONSULTATIONS WITH THE PUBLIC AND FIRST 
NATIONS, AND WEIGH POTENTIAL RISKS AS WELL AS BENEFITS. 
 
COUNCIL AFFIRMS THE IMPORTANCE OF SAFE DRINKING WATER FOR ALL COUNTY RESIDENTS, 
BOTH THOSE LIVING IN CENTRALIZED AREAS SERVICED BY OUR MUNICIPAL WATER SYSTEMS 
AND THOSE LIVING OUTSIDE THOSE AREAS WHO RELY ON WELLS. COUNCIL STATES OUR 
INTENTION TO INVESTIGATE HOW THE COUNTY MIGHT IMPROVE THE PROTECTION OF WATER 
SUPPLIES OF RESIDENTS RELYING ON WELLS AND OUR MUNICIPAL WATER SUPPLY. AS WE 
UNDERTAKE THIS PROCESS, WE FORMALLY REQUEST THAT THE PROVINCE PAUSE BEFORE 
GRANTING ANY URANIUM EXPLORATION LICENSES.  
 



 

WEST HANTS REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY REPORT 

 Information ☐ Recommendation x Decision Request ☐ Councillor Activity ☐ 
 

To: West Hants Regional Municipality Council 

Submitted by:       Mayor Abraham Zebian 
 

Date:                  June 10, 2025 

Subject:             Mineral Resource Extraction 

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 

Municipal Government Act 
 

RECOMMENDATION or DECISION REQUEST 

…Council direct staff to write a letter to the Government of Nova Scotia requesting a pause on 
issuing any resource exploration permits until more information on the issue can be shared 
with the community and Council to help inform residents. 

…Council direct staff and Mayor to request a meeting with the Government of Nova Scotia and 
all relevant Ministers to discuss their plans for resource extraction in West Hants. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

For many decades, the Province of NS has had a ban on Uranium Mining. Recently that ban has 
been lifted to allow for the exploration of Uranium with 3 sites being announced, including a 
2300 Hectare site in Millet Brook, Lower Vaughan, West Hants. 

Property ☐ Public  

Opinion ☐ 

Environment ☐ Social ☐ Economic ☐ Councillor 
Activity ☐ 

 

 

DISCUSSION 



 

The topic of Uranium exploration and extraction has been a much talked about item recently 
with the lifting of the ban by the Government of NS. Residents have been meeting and 
expressing their concerns with the possibility of well and water contamination and exposure to 
radon as a result of any future potential extraction of Uranium.  

I believe Council should advocate for our residents and express our desire for the Government 
of NS to pause any issuing of permits until they are able to share more information on their 
plans and what safety precautions will be put in place to ensure our residents will not be 
adversely affected by any activity associated with Uranium extraction. 

 

NEXT STEPS 

Staff to undertake the direction of Council and reflect any costs during the 2025/2026 budget 
deliberations. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications with the preparation or implementation of this report with 
the exception of staff time needed to prepare a letter. 

 

ALTERNATIVES 

Council may not choose to direct staff. 

Council may choose to suggest something different. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

The following attachments are reflective of the correspondence that has occurred between the 
Province and the Municipality as it relates to this matter.  

• February 11, 2025 Letter from Honourable John A. Lohr, Minister of Municipal Affairs 
Requesting Support for a reduction in inter-provincial trade barriers, and to resource 
development within our province. 

• March 18, 2025 WHRM Letter to Minister Lohr Requesting Additional Information 
• May 27, 2025 Letter from Department of Natural Resources to WHRM Re Landowner near 

Millet Brook 
• May 30, 2025 Letter from Minister of Municipal Affairs Re Inquiry for Additional 

Information Re Resource Development in WHRM 

 

 

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REVIEW 



 

 

The Mayor has made some very valid points in relation to the lack of communications from The 
Province regarding this matter.   

 

I support the recommendation pending Council’s review of the Mayor’s request for action.   

 
 

Report Prepared by: Abraham Zebian, Mayor 
 

 
Report Reviewed by:  _________________________________ 
   Mark Phillips, Chief Administrative Officer 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 11, 2025 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mayors and Wardens: 
 
Recent events in our world are changing the landscape of our province and country. We are 
experiencing new fiscal challenges that will have a significant impact on our economy. It is clear 
we need to become more self-reliant. And, at the same time, we need to better integrate our 
economy with other Canadian provinces and territories. 
 
Our Government has recently announced that Nova Scotia must say “yes” to both a reduction in 
inter-provincial trade barriers, and to resource development within our province. Both steps need 
to be taken carefully and in consultation with our communities. Resource development, in 
particular, is of incredible importance. 
 
If you are supportive and agree, I am asking for you and your council to signal your support for 
greater resource development within our province - by letter or press release. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

Honourable John A. Lohr 
Minister of Municipal Affairs 
 
c: Chief Administrative Officers 
 Juanita Spencer, NSFM 
 
 











 
May 30, 2025 
 
 
 
Your Worship Abraham Zebian 
Mayor of West Hants Regional Municipality 
Via Email:  azebian@westhants.ca  
 
Dear Mayor Zebian: 
 
Thank you for your letter of March 18, 2025, regarding your request for more information with 
respect to the Province’s plans regarding resource extraction and water quality in the West Hants 
Regional Municipality.  I sincerely apologize for the delay in getting back to you. 
 
All levels of government must work together to ensure that Nova Scotians can benefit from our 
abundant natural resources in a sustainable manner. Municipalities and the Province have the 
same interest in identifying economic development opportunities that will ensure long-term 
prosperity for our residents. Further development of our resource sectors generates more revenue 
for governments that will be used to enhance the programs, services and infrastructure we all 
depend on. 
 
We also share the responsibility of protecting the environment. Nova Scotians can be confident 
that any development opportunities will be carefully considered for their environmental impact and 
that our strong environmental laws and regulations will ensure that the environment remains 
protected, while allowing sustainable development to proceed. 
 
The world is demanding critical minerals to help with the transition to net zero by 2050. Everyone 
wants a reliable supply from places where mining is ethical and responsible. Nova Scotia can be 
that source, creating jobs and other economic benefits for Nova Scotians. 
  
The transition to a carbon-neutral, clean-energy world relies on a wide range of minerals to power 
renewable technologies and low-emission energy systems. Critical minerals like lithium, cobalt, 
nickel, and rare earth elements are essential for batteries, wind turbines, and solar panels, while 
copper and aluminum support electrical grids and energy efficiency. Additionally, uranium plays a 
key role in nuclear energy, providing a stable, low-carbon power source to complement 
renewables and reduce reliance on fossil fuels. 
  
Uranium exists in Nova Scotia, but because of restrictions since the 1980s, we have been 
prevented from even researching it. We don’t know exactly where it is, how much there is, or what 
it means for Nova Scotians. That is why on March 26, 2025, we repealed the Uranium Exploration 
and Mining Prohibition Act. This will allow us to better understand the uranium present in Nova 
Scotia.  
  
Any mine would need to get licenses and permits for exploration from the Department of Natural 
Resources to confirm the availability of minerals before they can seek an environmental 
assessment for extraction from the Nova Scotia Department of Environment and Climate Change. 
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When a company is ready to move from exploration to developing a mine, including uranium 
mining, the project must undergo the Class I environmental assessment process, which is a 
rigorous regulatory process that carefully considers the benefits and potential environmental 
impacts of a project, along with how such impacts will be mitigated to ensure the environment and 
human health remain protected. Decisions are based on science, evidence and consultation with 
the Mi’kmaq and public. For more information on our modernized environmental assessment 
process, visit: https://novascotia.ca/environmental-assessment-getting-started/.  
 
Uranium mining is also heavily regulated federally by the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission.  
Uranium mines in Canada that produce over 2,500 tonnes a day also require a federal impact 
assessment.  You can find out more about federal regulations at: https://www.cnsc-
ccsn.gc.ca/eng/. 
 
Onshore oil and gas activities are regulated under the Petroleum Resources Act and the 
Environment Act to ensure any operations are done safely, following good oilfield practice. All the 
natural gas currently used for homes and businesses in Nova Scotia flows from or through the 
United States.  Our government is taking the time to learn from our Canadian counterparts to 
make sure any future applications are held to the highest standard. 
 
Nova Scotia has high environmental standards, and no projects will be approved unless we know 
they can be done safely and responsibly. This isn’t a choice – we can protect our environment 
and have a strong economy. The Nova Scotia Environment Act was designed to allow for both the 
safeguarding of our environment and development to co-exist. It recognizes that a strong 
economy depends upon sound environmental management and that effective environmental 
protection depends on a strong economy. It provides for sustainable projects that benefit society 
in a way that protects the environment and human health. We can do both and do both well. 
 
We understand that all of this work will require close collaboration with our municipal partners and 
with the Nova Scotia Federation of Municipalities to determine how to move forward in a 
sustainable way, while supporting our economy for the benefit of all Nova Scotians.  We look 
forward to working with you in this regard. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Honourable John A. Lohr 
Minister of Municipal Affairs 
 
c: Honourable Tim Houston, Premier of Nova Scotia 
       Honourable Tory Rushton, Minister of Natural Resources 
       Honourable Trevor Boudreau, Minister of Energy 
 
PNS-53024/nb 

https://novascotia.ca/environmental-assessment-getting-started/
https://www.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca/eng/
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Proposed 
Uranium 
Mining in

Millet Brook, 
Vaughan, Nova 

Scotia



Overview
- History of Uranium Mining in NS                      
- Request for Proposed Sites in NS   
- Timeline (why this pause is so important)
- Location, the Avon River Watershed 
- Landowner Letters from DNR
- CAPE: Canadian Association of Physicians for 

the Environment Fact Sheet
- Motions for WHRM Council



History of Uranium Mining
Nova Scotia was explored by mining companies in the 1970’s. They took core 
samples from different areas, but did not proceed with mining. We already know 
how much uranium is here, and the quality of it.

1981 a Moratorium was put in place, which was later followed by a complete ban 
in 2009 on uranium mining and exploration, due to environmental concerns, such 
as groundwater contamination and radioactive waste.

March 26, 2025, the 1981 Moratorium was lifted without any public, community 
or First Nations consultation, and the call from many experts for protecting our 
waters, lands, air, our health, was ignored.

May 14, 2025 a Request for Proposal (RFP) was issued and a call for prospectors 
was initiated. It closes June 11, 2025.

TOMORROW

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=92a0c50a0a949c296bdd2f9f798efeb913c136de2b234ae66c65997346cba302JmltdHM9MTc0ODA0NDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e758a2c-3f1a-6d96-2ace-873e3ecc6c1d&psq=nova+scotia+uranium+mining&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2JjLmNhL25ld3MvY2FuYWRhL25vdmEtc2NvdGlhL3VyYW5pdW0tYmFuLWV4cGxhaW5lci0xLjc0NTUwMDE&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=92a0c50a0a949c296bdd2f9f798efeb913c136de2b234ae66c65997346cba302JmltdHM9MTc0ODA0NDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e758a2c-3f1a-6d96-2ace-873e3ecc6c1d&psq=nova+scotia+uranium+mining&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2JjLmNhL25ld3MvY2FuYWRhL25vdmEtc2NvdGlhL3VyYW5pdW0tYmFuLWV4cGxhaW5lci0xLjc0NTUwMDE&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=df210835f7ae4dc7facf1a7fc72222859ddbc1913fcf7819c7302997f9623028JmltdHM9MTc0ODA0NDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e758a2c-3f1a-6d96-2ace-873e3ecc6c1d&psq=nova+scotia+uranium+mining+complete+ban+why&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2JjLmNhL25ld3MvY2FuYWRhL25vdmEtc2NvdGlhL3VyYW5pdW0tYmFuLWV4cGxhaW5lci0xLjc0NTUwMDE&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=df210835f7ae4dc7facf1a7fc72222859ddbc1913fcf7819c7302997f9623028JmltdHM9MTc0ODA0NDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e758a2c-3f1a-6d96-2ace-873e3ecc6c1d&psq=nova+scotia+uranium+mining+complete+ban+why&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2JjLmNhL25ld3MvY2FuYWRhL25vdmEtc2NvdGlhL3VyYW5pdW0tYmFuLWV4cGxhaW5lci0xLjc0NTUwMDE&ntb=1


Cost of doing business…

In NS, there are 69 abandoned mine sites that the province has identified, with 67 requiring 
assessment and remediation, and 60 sites needing cleanup, according to the Halifax Examiner 
and CBC. The provincial government has identified 127 potentially contaminated sites on Crown 
Land. 

The following article shows tax payers are responsible for $148 million just to clean up abandoned 
mines. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/novascotia/cleanup-historical-mines-next-year-1.7295465

Uranium mining is one of the most dangerous types of mining, due to risk of cancer causing 
radiation. (CAPE)

“At the end of it’s life, the province will be left with a tailings pile or pond containing radioactive 
materials which will remain dangerous for the next 10,000 years or more.” (David Maxwell, MD, 
MCFP(EM), FACEP



Request for Proposal (RFP)
The Request for Proposal (RFP) was released 

to the Public May 14, 2025 Naming Millet Brook

and our beautiful Community of 

● Millet Brook, Vaughan, Hants County

● 2300 hectare area (equivalent to 5683 
acres)

Here is the link to the RFP 

www.novascotia.ca/uranium-exploration-
request-for-proposals/docs/uranium-
exploration-rfp-millet-brook-en.pdf

http://www.novascotia.ca/uranium-exploration-request-for-proposals/docs/uranium-exploration-rfp-millet-brook-en.pdf
http://www.novascotia.ca/uranium-exploration-request-for-proposals/docs/uranium-exploration-rfp-millet-brook-en.pdf
http://www.novascotia.ca/uranium-exploration-request-for-proposals/docs/uranium-exploration-rfp-millet-brook-en.pdf


Timeline
- March 26th: Ban Lifted on Uranium exploration and Mining in NS (Houston’s 

government passed Bill 6, repealing the legislated ban)

- May 14th: Uranium added to Critical Minerals List
- May 14th Request for Proposal Announced (RFPs)
- June 11th: Bidding Concludes Tomorrow
- June 12-26th: Prospectors Decided
- July 7th: Prospectors Announced
- July 11th: Exploration License Granted for 2 years

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Dt%26source%3Dweb%26rct%3Dj%26opi%3D89978449%26url%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fnslegislature.ca%2Flegc%2Fbills%2F65th_1st%2F1st_read%2Fb006.htm%26ved%3D2ahUKEwiyqY643sONAxWpE1kFHT3rH1cQFnoECBgQAQ%26usg%3DAOvVaw2rLESZWCMaL5Y1Q6CbOFfG&data=05%7C02%7C%7C77049d3ba03e44bb997608dda3618085%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638846361343329401%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8DdqdUskaXLVSOh7XDhKsyjjcE%2BYB9ZKLyR8RskSY%2FI%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnslegislature.ca%2Flegc%2Fbills%2F61st_1st%2F1st_read%2Fb031.htm&data=05%7C02%7C%7C77049d3ba03e44bb997608dda3618085%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638846361343337987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=di4qrsUACo0ZfBZ1ZbXlMFQNp%2Fo8oAIuWP2PKpirS%2FY%3D&reserved=0








The Avon River Watershed

Our Lakes, Ponds, Rivers, Streams all around the proposed site in Millet Brook is included within 
the Avon River Watershed including:

Falls Lake, Mockingee Lake, Lake Pisiquid, Avon River and Southwest branch of Avon River 

Other bodies of water affected: Lower Salter Lake, Upper Salter Lake, Murphy Lake, North Canoe 
Lake, South Canoe Lake, Chain Lake, Upper Chain Lake, Half Moon Lake, Burnt Lake, Bennett 
Lake, Five Island Lake, Stillwater Lake, Lewis Lake and many more.

The Avon River watershed flows into the Tidal Avon River which feeds into the Minas Basin. Our 
municipal water systems are within 100km of this proposed mining site and from the CAPE 
research, uranium travels by air and water 100km minimum up to a maximum of 400km radius. 

The unique climate we have here in NS lends itself for extensive travel with our winds, heavy 
rainfall and



Landowners in our area have already received notices 
from the Department of Natural Resources



CAPE- Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment

We are currently working on factsheets which will summarize health concerns of uranium mining.  We join 
you in your concerns - a “sacrifice zone” in Millet Brook, Hants County would potentially spread radon as 
far away as 400 km.  This means that a large number of Nova Scotians would face the risk of additional 
lung cancer diagnoses as radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer.  85% of the mine’s 
radioactivity is left in the tailings pile and would continue to be radioactive for hundreds of thousands of 
years.  Meanwhile wind and water would distribute it around. It would most likely leak into wells and 
eventually the Avon River and beyond.  The province would have to take over looking after it after the 
mining company left, but  ….let us prevent all that.

Uranium_Mining_Factsheet

Here is a link to infographics on uranium mining: downloadable and free.
https://www.nuclear-free.com/uranium-atlas.html

https://ecologyaction.ca/sites/default/files/2025-03/Uranium_Mining_Factsheet_v3.pdf
https://www.nuclear-free.com/uranium-atlas.html


What we are requesting of West Hants Regional 
Municipality Councilors
● Motion 1: WHRM Council formally requests that the provincial government pause before 

granting any leases for uranium exploration in our County, to allow time for Council and 
communities to become informed and give input about the potential impacts of uranium 
exploration on the community and allow sufficient time for the Province to conduct meaningful 
consultations with the public and First Nations, and weigh potential risks as well as benefits.

● Motion 2: WHRM Council affirms the importance of safe drinking water for all county 
residents, both those living in centralized areas serviced by our municipal water systems and 
those living outside those areas who rely on wells. Council states our intention to investigate 
how the County might improve the protection of water supplies of residents relying on wells 
and our municipal water supply. As we undertake this process, we formally request that the 
province pause before granting any uranium exploration licenses. 
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