


we are at or beyond planetary limits for both. Any resource development must also
maintain and restore our life supporting ecological systems and their ecosystem
services. There will be no economy without clean air, water, soil and the diversity of
species that comprise the living component of ecological systems. Excessive and poorly
sited resource development will further fragment and degrade these systems.
 
Premier Houston does not have a mandate from the people of Nova Scotia to forge
ahead with fast-tracked, intensive and extensive resource extraction and to roll back or
disregard carefully considered environmental policies and protections. Premier Houston
did not run on these issues, but rather on health care. Further, the Houston
government’s base of support is thin, receiving only 27% of the votes from registered
voters; and he did so by calling an early election in contravention of his own election
policy. As evidence that there is a not a broad base of support, a vast majority of calls
and e-mails to a CBC radio Maritime Noon call-in show earlier this week did not support,
and indeed strongly opposed, Premier Houston's scheme to expand resource extraction.
 
Nova Scotia is a small province with a limited land base. Competing uses of this limited
land and water base need to be carefully considered in both ecological and sociological
terms and in regard to both long and short term costs and benefits. Decisions made
today will impact life for the indefinite future. We need to ensure they result in a liveable
environment for our children, all peoples, and all of nature.
 
I urge Mayor and Council to hold on to your municipal powers, autonomy, and
sovereignty to do what is best for our community. I urge you to not signal carte blanche,
a priori support for resource development in the Province, either by letter or press
release.
 
Respectfully,
Karen Beazley

 
 




