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2024-25 HANTSPORT MEMORIAL COMMUNITY CENTRE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS EXCERPT 
 
 
Since the introduction of an area rate for the Hantsport Memorial Community Centre (HMCC) in 
2016, following Council approval and a favourable vote by Hantsport residents, the Municipality 
has provided annual funding to support HMCC operations, with adjustments over time for 
staffing needs and inflation. The 2024-25 review shows HMCC recorded a consolidated net 
surplus of $98,108, while receiving $106,522 in area rate funding, a portion of which is being held 
pending acceptance of financial statements. In accordance with the Area Rate Policy, area rate-
funded expenses must operate on a breakeven basis, and municipal staff will continue to monitor 
HMCC’s financial performance. 
 
 
 
The recommended motion was that Committee of the Whole recommends … 
 
 
 
COUNCIL ACCEPTS THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PROVIDED BY HANTSPORT MEMORIAL 
COMMUNITY CENTRE (HMCC) AND THAT ANY 2024-25 HOLDBACKS AND ELIGIBLE 2024-25 
AREA RATE PAYMENTS BE RELEASED TO HMCC FOR THE PURPOSES OF PROVIDING SERVICES 
DEFINED IN THE 2025-26 BUDGET. 



 

WEST HANTS REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY REPORT 

 Information ☐ Recommendation √ Decision Request ☐ Councillor Activity ☐ 
 

To: West Hants Regional Municipality’s Committee of the Whole 

Submitted by:       _______________________________________________ 
Carlee Rochon, Director, Financial Services 

Date:                  January 6, 2026 

Subject:             Hantsport Memorial Community Centre 2024-25 Financial Statements 

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 

MGA Section 75 – Area Rates and Uniform Charges 

75 (1) Council may spend money in an area, or for the benefit of an area, for any  
purpose for which a municipality may expend funds or borrow. 

(5) Charges pursuant to subsection (4) are first liens on the real property and may  
be collected in the same manner as taxes. 

 
RECOMMENDATION or DECISION REQUEST 

Committee of the Whole recommends that: 

Council accepts the financial statements provided by Hantsport Memorial 
Community Centre (HMCC) and that any 2024-25 holdbacks and eligible 2024-25 
area rate payments be released to HMCC for the purposes of providing services 
defined in the 2025-26 budget. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Property ☐ Public  

Opinion ☐ 

Environment ☐ Social ☐ Economic √ Councillor 
Activity ☐ 

 
In April 2016, a request for an area rate was made by the Hantsport Memorial Community 
Centre (HMCC). The CAO responded to the request indicating that an Area Rate Policy was 
recently passed by Council, allowing the Municipality to collect and transfer revenue for 



 

services provided by HMCC. A copy of the Area Rate Policy was included in the response to 
HMCC. 

Since then, citizens of Hantsport voted in favour of having an area rate for HMCC. The former 
Municipality of West Hants Council approved a total area rate expense for HMCC for $54,230 in 
2016-17, $53,780 in 2017-18, and $54,560 in 2018-19. In 2019-20 the area rate was increased 
to $84,560 to allow for a Recreation Director to be hired. In 2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23, and 
2023-24 this amount was adjusted according to the consumer price index. 

DISCUSSION 

The results of the 2024-25 review engagement for HMCC show a consolidated net surplus of 
$98,108. The Municipality, through a Community of Hantsport area rate, contributed $106,522 
for various operational expenses. $36,883.05 of this total amount has been held back until the 
attached financial statements are accepted by West Hants Regional Municipality.  

As per section 8.2 of the Area Rate Policy, organizations that benefit from area rate funding 
must conduct their business on a breakeven basis. Any deficit within a fiscal year must be the 
first charge in the next fiscal year and any reserves or surpluses are not to occur without 
Council approval of a reserve business case. Although HMCC showed a surplus of $98,108, 
section 8.2 of the Area Rate Policy only applies to the specific expenses that are associated with 
the area rate. Actual expenses relating to the area rate funding are shown in Note 12 on Page 
12 of the financial statements, which includes a portion of the held back amount. 

West Hants Regional Municipality staff are happy to see last year’s operating surplus has 
increased going into 2024-25 and will continue to work with HMCC and monitor this throughout 
the fiscal year. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications to the Municipality. The amount to be paid to HMCC for 
2024-25 has been collected through the Hantsport area rate. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 

• Council could choose to now allow further funds to be distributed to HMCC. If this were 
to occur, it would be recommended that Council direct staff to place the remaining area 
rate funds collected into a reserve for HMCC until such a time that Council wishes to 
redistribute the funds. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

• Hantsport Memorial Community Centre, Financial Statements, Year Ended March 31, 
2025 



 

 

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REVIEW 

I support the recommendation.   

 
 

Report Prepared by:  _______________________________________________ 
Jennifer Gilbert, Manager, Accounting & Financial Reporting 

 
Report Reviewed by:  ______________________________________________ 
   Carlee Rochon, Director, Financial Services 
 
Report Approved by:  ______________________________________________ 
   Mark Phillips, Chief Administrative Officer 
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