
Committee of the Whole Excerpts 
November 12, 2024 

ANTI IDLING PO[ICY INFORMATION EXCERPT 
The report highlighted residents in the community have raised concerns with respect to idling 
vehicles. The request was to have staff provide information on how WHRM addresses idling 
vehicles and what options are available to address concerns raised by residents in the 
community.  

The recommended motion was that Committee of the Whole recommend that … 

COUNCIL DIRECT STAFF TO PROVIDE AN INFORMATION REPORT ON EXISTING POLICIES 
RELATED TO IDLING, AS WELL AS EXAMPLES OF WHAT OTHER MUNICIPALITIES HAVE 
IMPLEMENTED AND WHAT A POTENTIAL BY-LAW COULD LOOK LIKE AND REPORT BACK BY 
FEBRUARY COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING.  



 

WEST HANTS REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY REPORT 

 Information x Recommendation ⎕ Decision Request ⎕ Councillor Activity ☐ 
 

To: Mayor Zebian and Members of Council  

Submitted by:       _________________________________ 
                                       Bob Morton, Councillor District 6 
 
Date:                  November 5th, 2024 Special Council Meeting 

Subject:             Anti Idling Policy/By-Law 

 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
Nova Scotia Municipal Government Act (MGA) – Section 172 (1) A council may make by-laws, for 
municipal purposes, respecting  
 
(a) the health, well being, safety and protection of persons; 

(c) persons, activities and things in, on or near a public place or place that is open to the public; 

(d) nuisances, activities and things that, in the opinion of the council, may be or may cause 
nuisances, including noise, weeds, burning, odours, fumes and vibrations. 

 

RECOMMENDATION or DECISION REQUEST 
 
It is recommended…  
THAT COUNCIL DIRECT STAFF TO PROVIDE AN INFORMATION REPORT ON EXISTING POLICIES 
RELATED TO IDLING, AS WELL AS EXAMPLES OF WHAT OTHER MUNICIPALITIES HAVE 
IMPLEMENTED AND WHAT A POTENTIAL BY-LAW COULD LOOK LIKE. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 

West Hants Regional Municipality does not currently have an Anti Idling By-Law in place. 
However, under the Motor Vehicle Act a person is not permitted to leave an unattended car 
running on the street.  
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NEXT STEPS 

If approved by Council, staff will provide and Information Report for Councils consideration that 
reflects best practices. 

 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications associated with providing an Information Report.  
Should Council endorse the creation of an Anti-Idling By-Law, it should be noted there will be 
financial costs associated with the exploration of By-Law opportunities and preparation of a draft 
By-Law this fiscal year can be handled within existing Operating Budget. 
 
Ay additional costs if a By-Law was created, such as costs for educational material and 
enforcement would be a future budget consideration.  
 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 

Council may choose not support the request. 
Council may choose to provide alternate direction. 
 
 



 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
 
 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REVIEW 

Staff, including by-law enforcement officers were consulted to confirm there is not a current 
municipal anti-idling by-law.   The WHRM does however have a practice of tracking idling time 
of certain vehicles within the municipal fleet that have GPS tracking devices onboard.   

Further, action can be taken to formalize internal policies and procedures as well as a by-law.   

Examples are attached from the Town of Kentville for Council’s reference.   

Staff await the direction of Council on this matter.   

 

 

 

Report Prepared by:  _________________________________ 
                                           
 
Report Reviewed by:  _________________________________ 
                                               Mark Phillips, Chief Administrative Officer  
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